Reception
Dormice Class

Personal, Social and Emotional

We will play lots of “getting to know each other” circle time games —
learning names and what individual children like/don’t like — and will
discuss feelings about starting school. We will follow SCARF sessions,
Me and My Relationships and Keeping Myself Safe which will cover
concepts such as understanding how it feels to belong and that we
are similar and different (and to promote understanding of diversity);
enjoying working with others to make school a good place to be;
understanding why it is good to be kind and use gentle hands; and
learning what being responsible means. We will discuss British values
and our school values such as Friendship, Respect, Determination,
Self-belief, Tolerance and Courage.

Autumn Term 1 (8 weeks)

Class Teachers: Mrs Toomer and Mrs Fawkes
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Why?

Children will feel happy and settle more quickly into
the setting if we focus on experiences familiar to
them.

Literacy

Phonics, reading, writing, speaking and listening skills are taught daily with
children taught as a whole class and in small groups according to the teaching
focus of the session.

PHONICS: We will teach a new phoneme each day following the Essential
Letters and Sounds Programme. Children will be taught to segment, blend, form
letters correctly and will read phonics books that match the phonemes they
have learnt.

WRITING: We focus on writing the sounds that we know and the correct
formation of letters both capital and lower case. Emphasis will be placed on
encouraging the children to understand the importance of writing as a means of
communication through ‘emergent’ writing and more structured activities.
READING: We will develop an enjoyment of books and stories through
discussion and handling of picture and story books. Children will receive a
‘sharing book’ from a variety of sources such as the library and class book
selection so that reading can be shared at home.

Communication and Language

This term will be all about getting to know each other, encouraging
the children to share information about themselves and their
experiences. We will encourage children to form secure relationships
with the adults and children and provide lots of opportunities for talk
throughout the day in a language rich environment. Adults will model
good language skills encouraging children to speak clearly and in
correct grammatical sentences. By commenting on what children are
interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new
vocabulary added, adults will build children’s language effectively.
Each day the children will listen to a stories rhymes or poems, and will
be encouraged to re-tell key events and respond to what they hear
with relevant comments, questions or actions.

Understanding the World

Children will explore their environment both inside and
out. We will talk about past and present events in our own
lives and in the lives of family members and think about
how these may have differed in times gone by. We will
look at and compare local environments such as our homes
and our school (how does it compare to nursery?). We will
investigate ways of staying safe and healthy and will learn
all about the different parts of our body (inside and out),
and including the five senses.

To develop our understanding of diversity we will learn
about a range of celebrations.

Mathematics

We will use Mastering Number to focus on numbers up to 5, ensuring children’s
understanding of the 5 main counting principles used in Mathematics.

Children will develop the key concept of subitising (instantaneously recognising
the number of objects in a small group without the need to count them).

Once a week, children will develop their skills in shape and measure through
practical activities.

Following our mastery approach, children will use the correct vocabulary and
develop their fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills.

Physical Development

Each day we have a focus on the development of both fine and gross
motor skills. Children have access to cutting and making tools as well
as threading and play dough activities to develop fine motor control.
Activities made available in the outdoor environment help the
children to develop large motor skills such as riding bikes and using
balls, hoops, beanbags and painting. Welly walks in our exploration
garden and school grounds will also develop their gross motor
movements. In weekly PE and Yoga lessons we will be focusing on
moving our bodies in floor movement patterns and basic balance
work.

N ET

Expressive Arts and Design

Children will be mark making through different drawing materials. Beginning to
draw from observation using faces and self-portraits as a stimulus.

Our musical focus will be around the Charanga unit: Me!

We will learn to sing nursery rhymes and action songs: Pat-a-cake, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
Once | Caught a Fish Alive, Five Little Ducks, Name Song, Things for Fingers.
Children will Listen and Respond to a different style of music each week/step.
Explore and Create - initially using voices only but building to using classroom
instruments too. Singing - nursery rhymes and action songs - building to singing
and playing. Share and Perform

Daily lessons and activities are planned according to the 7 Areas of Learning outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage document.
This compromises of the 3 Prime Areas and the 4 Specific Areas with development of the Characteristics of Effective Learning at the heart of teaching approaches.
In addition to this, our 3 Golden Threads of Vocabulary, Knowledge of the World and Promoting Diversity will be evident throughout all learning opportunities presented.




