
   

Key Vocabulary 

Adaptation How living things change over time to 

survive in their environment. 

Biome A large area of Earth with its own 

climate, plants, and animals. 

Climate The average weather condition of a 

place over a long period of time. 

Desert Very dry environment: no more than 

25cm of rain a year.  

Environment The surroundings or conditions in which 

an animal or plant lives. 

Equator An imaginary line that circles the 

middle of the earth. 

Habitat A place where plants and animals live 

naturally. 

Polar 

regions 

The North and South poles which are 

the coldest places on earth. 

Tundra  A cold, treeless environment found in 

the Artic and on high moountaintops. 

Vegetation All the plants and trees that grow in a 

particular place. 

Weather Changes daily and is the temperature 

and conditions of the day. 
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A large ecosystem is called a bi-

ome. A biome contains particular 

plant and animal groups, which 

are adapted to that particular 

environment.  

 

Weather describes the day-to-day 

conditions of the atmosphere. 

Weather can change quickly - 

one day it can be dry and sunny 

and the next day it may rain. Cli-

mate describes average weather 

conditions over longer periods 

and over large areas.  

 

  

  

 

 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

biome la ge eco em hich elie  on cli
ma e 

e a o  imagina  line half a  a o nd he 
ea h hich i  be een he No h and 
So h Pole  

la de line  hich go a o nd he ea h ea  
o e  

longi de line  hich go a o nd he ea h no h 
o o h 

hemi phe e half of he ea h no he n o  o h
e n  

clima e a e age ea he  condi on  o e  
longe  pe iod  

p ecipi a on an  fo m of moi e hich fall  o 
he ea h 

eco em g o p of li ing o gani m  in e ac ng 
i h hei  ph ical en i onmen  

biodi e i  a ie  of li ing hing  e g  pecie  
habi a  

 ano he  o d o efe  o plan  

fa na ano he  o d o efe  o animal  

a annah pe of biome  Some me  called op
ical g a  

nd a pe of biome  The colde  biome  

conife o  fo e  fo e  made mo l  of conife  ee  
ch a  ceda  fi  and pine ee  

decid o  fo e  fo e  made mo l  of b oad-leafed 
ee  ha  hed hei  lea e  d ing a 

ea on all  in e  

 
S ck  Kno ledge 

T o ical g a land o  a annah 
Wi hin he opic  
Ho  i h a e  and d  ea on 
Mainl  g a  and a fe  peciall  adap ed

ee  

T o ical ainfo e  
Ho  and e  all ea  
Rich in plan  and animal  
Poo  oil  

De e  
Can be ho  o  cold 
Limi ed plan  

T nd a 
 Belo  f ee ing fo  mo  of he ea  
 G o nd pe manen l  f o en 

Decid o  fo e  
Cool mme  and mild in e  
Rain h o gho  he ea  
Rich decid o  oodland 

Conife o  fo e  Taiga   L 
Long  cold in e  
 Sho  mild mme  
 Limi ed ainfall 

Tem e a e g a land 
Wa m mme  and e  cold in e  
Q i e lo  ainfall  
 Mainl  g a land ege a on 

  

Desert  Very dry climates with a usual average of 25cm 

of rainfall per year.

These biomes are extremely dry and can be either hot 

or cold. Plants and animals have evolved over t ime to 

adapt to the harsh environment.

Physical features: Deserts are often covered with 

sand, gravel or stone. The four main types of deserts 

include: hot and dry, cold, semi-arid and coastal.

Animals: In hot deserts, many animals are nocturnal 

to avoid the heat of the day. Some animals dig 

burrows deep into the earth where it is much cooler. 

Animals that can be found in deserts include include 

lizards, camels, vultures, moths, scorpions 
and the horned toad.

Vegetat ion: Desert plants adapt to the dry climate by 

conserving water. They can do this either by storing 

water in their leaves or by having an extensive root 

system. Desert plants include cacti, flowering shrubs 

and bushes, grasses and succulents. 

Tundra
This is the coldest biome. In winters 

temperatures can fall to -15˚C. In summer, 

temperatures can rise to 10˚C, thawing some 

of the ice.

Physical features: The Arctic tundra is a flat, 

featureless plain with a frozen ground which 

does not allow trees to grow.

Animals: There is more animal activity in 

summer seasons. Birds, mammals, fish and 

birds can be seen in the tundra, including 

migratory birds, caribou, arctic hares, arctic 
foxes and polar bears.

Vegetat ion: There are few plants that grow in 

the tundra but those that have adapted for 

survival include grasses, shrubs, herbs and 

lichen.


