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This term’s school value is determination 
Welcome back to a new school year! It has been lovely to see how smart 
everyone looks in their uniform and how much taller everyone has grown 
during the holiday! Children have done brilliantly getting used to new 
times, systems and routines for their classes, thank you for your support 
with this particularly at the start and the end of the school day.   
 
Reading 
The children in Year 1 to 6  have all got their new reading books and read-
ing records this week. Please help us to keep them tidy and smart. Some 
children may be completing their records from last academic year so 
please don’t be surprised if it looks well used. We expect the children in 
Year 1 and 2 to be reading to an adult at home at least 3 times a week, 
children in Year 3 and 4 at least 4 times a week and year 5 and 6 children 
at least 5 times a week. These should be recorded in the reading record 
please. Spelling and maths homework will start this week for some classes 
and next week for others—please check with your child or their teacher to 
confirm if you aren’t sure.  
 
Topics 
You will be able to find out what topics and themes your child will be 
learning about through the curriculum pages on our website. The curricu-
lum topic plans give you a brief overview of the main learning for each 
subject. Some subjects also have knowledge organisers which the children 
are familiar with. These have the key facts that the children should know 
by the end of the unit. Children are also quizzed on these facts in lessons 
as part of our retrieval work. 
 
Congratulations 
We will start our class based certificates next week. If your child is award-
ed a certificate, a badge, a medal or trophy from something they do out-
side of school please send them in with your child on a Wednesday so we 
can share their success. It has been really lovely to see the children em-
brace so many different activities and it has been brilliant to see them be-
ing encouraged to try new things.  

Term Dates 2026-27 
Autumn term 2026 
Sept 1st—18th December 
Half Term: 26th —30th Oct  
 
Spring term 2027 
4th January—25th March 
Half Term: 15th—19th Feb  
 
Summer Term 2027  
12th April—21st July  
Half Term: May 31st—4th 
June 
 
INSET days:  
September 1st, October 
23rd, January 4th May 28th,  
July 21st  
 
These may be changed but 
are an indication for those of 
you who want to plan early. 
 

Class contact 
If you have a class-based 

query, please contact your 
child's teacher in the first in-
stance via the school office. 

Please be assured that teach-
ers will respond, but not nec-

essarily on the same day. 
Teachers are not expected to 

respond whilst they are 
teaching or beyond 5pm; 

your patience is  
appreciated.  

We promote British Values and uphold our own school values of friendship, determination, 
 respect, tolerance, courage and self-belief. As a reminder our Safeguarding, Behaviour, Complaints and 

other policies are on the website should you wish to view them. 



Harvest Donations – Friday 
11th September 

We would be very grateful if 
parents could bring in dona-

tions for our Harvest Auction, 
which will take place 

on Saturday 12th September. 
Everyone is warmly invited to 
come along and support us. 

 
Alternatively, the Hall will be 
open on Saturday 12th Sep-

tember from 9:30am to 
11:00am for anyone wishing 

to drop off donations. 
 

All monies raised will go to-
wards providing Christmas 

lunches for the over-60s resi-
dents of Woodside and the 
children who attend Wood-

side School. 
 

Thank you so much for your 
generous support — it is very 

much appreciated. 

Upcoming dates 
7th September—swimming 
for Year 2 and Year 6 children 
 
8th September—Stay and 
Play Sessions start 
 
8th September—Viola lessons 
for Year 3 and 4 start 
 
11th September—Harvest 
donations to be brought in 
today 
 
25th September—individual 
photographs 
 
19th October—Flu vaccina-
tions 

Spelling 

Rights Respecting 
Children have weekly Rights Respecting assemblies. This week our 
assemblies have focused on:   
Our school expectations and Shine rules 
Article 29- Develop children’s personality and talents 
Individual liberty/ equality  

PE Days—  
Year 3 and 4  Tuesday 
Reception Wednesdays,  
Year 1 and 2 Thursdays,   
Year 5 and 6 Fridays.  
 
Children should wear suitable PE kit to school on the relevant days 
please. School jumpers or cardigans should be worn rather than 
hoodies, thank you. 

Year 2 and Year 6 Swimming  
Swimming will start on Monday 7th September until 19th October 
for children in Year 2 and Year 6. Please check parentpay has been 
completed. 
Children need to come to school in PE kit please with their swim-
ming kit and towel in a separate bag. Children are encouraged to 
bring in a larger snack for break time and if at all possible a packed 
lunch will need to be provided on these days please. (Dinners are 
available if a packed lunch isn’t a possibility.) 

Uniform    
Lots of children are wearing beautifully smart new jumpers and 
cardigans. Please label these with your child’s name so we can re-
turn them to the right owner.  Children will also need a waterproof 
coat every day as the weather has been a little damp recently! 
 
We also seem to collect little snack pots and drinks bottles at break 
time—if there is a way to label these this would be amazing. It isn’t 
always easy depending on the design so we do appreciate any help 
you can give us with this.  
 
As a reminder, the only earrings that are acceptable are plain 
studs, one pair please. Make-up is not allowed. Hair must be tied 
back if long. We do not approve of shaved designs or hair colour-
ing, in line with rules in secondary schools.   
 
We would be grateful for your support in maintaining standards as 
we believe it helps children prepare for secondary school where 
the consequences for not wearing the correct uniform can be miss-
ing free time. Thank you. 



Spelling 

Communication to parents 
As we made you aware last term, our school app provider was no longer providing their service 
after September 1st. We have also had difficulties with our website in recent weeks. We will be 
using ClassDojo as a way to communicate with parents, a bit like the app used to work. Please 
use the QR code and scan it to follow the link to join our school. 
 
https://home.classdojo.com/#/schoolInvite?s=555e1c65cae312fe7ae702cb 
 
If you need to get in touch with staff please contact the office (rather than via Classdojo) who can 
pass the messages on. Email: gmatthews@woodside.gloucs.sch.uk Phone 01594 542287 


